56 D SRI PARASARA BHATTA

The Affinity between Sri and Her Lord

The mutual love and affection that this divine couple
shares is something proverbial and unique. In fact it is
only because of Her contact that the Lord is called
auspicious - mangalam^3 When the Lord is said to be
glorious and not dependent on another, it is because
Laksmi is ever associated with Him. When we say that
a gem is highly valuable it is because of its lustre which
is an integral part of it. By this statement Parasara seems
to suggest that the relationship between the Lord and
His consort is one of samyuktasrayana74 The love that
Lord Visnu has for Sri is evident from the fact that
although all the five weapons (the discus, the conch,
the bow, the mace and the sword) are objects of common
enjoyment (possession) between both of them, the Lord
alone carries them, lest they be a burden to Her.75 In
the same way the love that Sri has for Him is reflected
in Her accompanying the Lord in all His manifestations
on earth - as man or as an animal. But for this the
Lord's sportive activities would have been dull and insipid.
The Visnupurana and the Ramayana are full of incidents
which bring out in a full measure the infinite love and
affection that the Lord entertains for Her. Thus the Lord
churned the milky ocean for Her sake; He built a bridge
across the ocean for Her sake alone; earlier He bent
and broke the bow of Siva to win Her hand; His killing
the demon Ravana and his mighty army was to claim
Her back. In fact is there anything that the Lord did
not do for Her sake?76 Likewise the love that Sri has
for Her Lord is indescribable and incomprehensible. Even
if the Lord assumes thousands of hands, feet, faces,
eyes etc., He cannot enjoy the grandeur of Her infinite
affection. He sinks somewhere in the depth of Her
unfathomable love like a mere drop.